1 There exist two short and popularizing contributions concerning this issue; see H. Vermeulen-Meynne, Yper en haar waterstelsel (Ieper, s.d.) (Ypres, 2006) , is mainly interesting for its reproduction of numerous post-medieval maps and plans. The introduction should, however, be used with great caution. It merely repeats older theories on the origin of the town.
3 Among other works, see David Nicholas, Medieval Flanders (London, 1992) .
medieval standards, Ypres 4 -with its population of forty thousand at the end of that century-was also a metropolis. 5 The town owed its growth especially to the afore-mentioned textile industry, which initially processed the local wool from sheep grazing on the nearby salt marshes of the Yser basin. However, at the end of the eleventh and beginning of the twelfth centuries, the supply of wool partially broke down, due to the silting-up of the salt marshes, which rendered them useless as pastureland for the sheep. Moreover, the demand for high-quality cloth necessitated the import of raw materials from England, where better wool was to be obtained. Consequently, from the twelfth century onwards, wool was increasingly bought on the English market, and good connections between Ypres and the sea became a conditio sine qua non for its continued development. 6 
The Necessity of Good Connections by Water
During the Middle Ages, the most effi cient and cheapest way of transporting bulk goods such as wool (as an import) or cloth (as an export) was by water. The connection of Ypres to the North Sea, and thus to England, was guaranteed by the Ieperlee, a tributary of the Yser river, which discharges into the North Sea. As a result, English woolexporting ports such as Boston and Hull could be reached relatively
